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INTRODUCTION 

 

Relevance of the topic: The analysis of inter-civilizational 

relations in modern world is one of the topical issues that lies at the 

core of social-philosophical thought. History shows that in a setting 

of abnormal inter-civilizational relations chaos and tension are 

inevitable in the new world order. In this context, inter-civilizational 

dialogue seems to be the only solution of this issue. In this regard, 

social-philosophical analysis of inter-civilizational interaction 

problem is particularly important. It is necessary to mention that 

different and sometimes contradictory philosophical, political, 

cultural, and other approaches exist on the submitted subject. 

The analysis of concepts of B.Lewis and S.Huntington, who 

claim that the path to a new world order passes through clash of 

civilizations, suggests they lack any scientific and theoretical basis. 

Such theories serve the interests of certain political forces. Therefore, 

it is important to carry out research in this area, analyze the 

theoretical views of groups defending the concept of a clash of 

civilizations and conduct in-depth study of the theoretical and 

philosophical foundations of the idea on inter-civilizational 

interaction as an alternative to their perspectives, to prove 

scientifically that there is no alternative to the concept of inter-

civilizational dialogue and multiculturalism.  

One of the major aspects of inter-civilizational interaction is 

contribution it offers to the solution of global problems. Today, it is 

impossible to solve various environmental, political, and economic 

problems in the world at the national and regional level. Each 

country must participate in global projects and make contribution to 

solve its internal problems. In fact, cooperation for the solution of 

problems creates conditions for addressing both national and global 

problems. The cooperation, which takes place at the level of 

dialogue, lays the foundation for the development of both individual 

countries and the world. Because mutual interests prefer inter-

civilizational dialogue to clash of civilizations.  

Dialogue among civilizations promotes tolerance and 

multiculturalism globally. Because dialogue creates a space for 
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bringing peoples of the world together and getting to know each 

other.  This approchement and connection increase the level of open-

mindedness and tolerance of people, leading to disappearance of 

“we/they” dichotomy in their minds. As a result, people's attitudes to 

each other's traditions, religious beliefs and outlook are shaped on the 

principles of mutual understanding and respect. Moreover, as this 

process intensifies, multiculturalism becomes more relevant both as a 

political model and as a way of life in countries with ethnic and 

religious diversity. The use of civilizations as a political and 

ideological instrument in the ongoing struggle for geopolitical and 

economic interests in the world encourages the emergence of clashes 

of civilizations. Conceptual study of inter-civilizational dialogue 

creates condition to obstruct religions from becoming political and 

ideological tool, as well as to prevent ethnic and racial 

discrimination.  

Relations between religion and politics in the world have 

become even more important today. Because, at the present stage of 

social development, religion and politics form a complex system that 

complement each other at different levels. In secular systems, the 

issue of their separation is still under discussion. In this regard, it is 

particularly important to study the place and role of religions in the 

development of civilization and the formation of a new world order 

from a socio-philosophical point of view.  

It is essential to study the models of civilization and world 

order from a socio-philosophical point of view to understand the 

essence of the political problems of the modern world. Civilization 

and world order phenomena are usually studied in the context of 

politics, social philosophy and culturology. It is important to study 

the social-philosophical characteristics of these phenomena along 

with methodological aspects of other sciences, i.e. in the context of 

interdisciplinary research of the problem. There is a need for a 

synergetic study of the problem at the philosophical, political, 

religious, sociological, and legal levels to ensure that inter-

civilizational dialogue is regulated on the equality-based cooperation. 

These studies are of great theoretical and practical importance for the 

formation of a new system of international relations, a new world 
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order on a scientific and theoretical basis. 

Secular and clerical regimes have their own models on a new 

world order. Nevertheless, in the current world order, both regimes 

work alongside. In the modern world, secular and theocratic states 

and societies exist in parallel. Recently, pro-Christian parties in 

Western countries have been actively participating in elections and 

gained victory. Their goal and plans in coming to power is to restore 

religious values in the society. Such increasing trend in liberal 

countries reaffirms that religions will have a specific role in the new 

world order.  

Many religious and religious-ideological teachings as well as 

religious groups advocate for the establishing a unified order in the 

world. Such ideas have played a role in world history and persisted to 

this day. Examples of existing global religious projects related to the 

"world order" include projects of cross-religious dialogue, 

Evangelism, Caliphate, and Buddhism.  

It is extremely important to study civilizations and inter-

civilizational relationships of the Muslim-majority countries as 

Western researchers retain the theoretical and conceptual superiority 

in this field. However, it is a matter of great importance to take the 

initiative in this area given that many of their approaches are biased. 

This requires, most of all, coordination of relevant research from a 

single center, introduction of specific theoretical development of the 

new paradigm. 

The emergence of unipolar world order phenomenon after the 

dissolution of the USSR led to the weakening of the international 

relations system established on the nation-state paradigm and the 

advent of different civilizational identities. The threat that was posed 

to the nation-states in the world has necessitated them to attempt to 

unite with different civilizations and emerge as an alternative force. 

It is vital to explore ways of preserving the national statehood of 

Azerbaijan in such a complex and uncertain global circumstance.  

As the world becomes increasingly globalized and cultures get 

closer to each other, the need for dialogue grows. Whether we like it 

or not coexistence and integration problems arise and finding 

solutions to these issues becomes inevitable. Given these conditions, 
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the development of scientific and theoretical framework of new 

models of coexistence and integration is of great importance. 

There are different models of dialogue among civilizations and 

religions in the world. These models have been formulated to pursue 

interests of different political forces. In this regard, there is a need for 

an in-depth research of these models and concepts. The reality is that 

many of these concepts ultimately serve in favor of conflicts rather 

than peace.  

Dialogue should foster development of cooperation between 

civilizations and states based on equality of rights while preserving 

the identities of civilizations. In addition, inter-faith dialogue should 

be continued in the context of tolerance and multiculturalism in 

terms of its social and cultural implications, rather than theological.  

Today, the world's giant media outlets spark Islamophobia by 

claiming that Islam has anti-civilizational nature and relating it to 

terrorism and extremism. Such propaganda against Islam has led to 

the shaping of negative attitudes towards Islam and Muslim 

countries. In fact, the information war aims to prepare the social and 

psychological ground for real military conflicts. It is essential to 

increase and propagate such studies because Azerbaijan combining 

Western and Eastern values, is an integral part of Muslim 

civilization. 

Armenia is constantly attempting to present to the international 

community the Karabakh conflict as a clash of Christian and Muslim 

civilizations. They are trying to prove that it is impossible for 

Christian Armenians to live among Muslim Azerbaijanis. However, 

the fact that Azerbaijan has become one of the centers of inter-

civilizational dialogue and multiculturalism in the world destroys 

their claims. Studies in this area reveal Armenia's destructive 

activities and allows recognition of Nagorno-Karabakh as an integral 

part of Azerbaijan. 

The Azerbaijani government continues its historic mission to 

establish peace in the world. For that reason, Azerbaijan has become 

the main center of dialogue between Eastern and Western 

civilizations. These activities are part of the targeted strategic policy 

of the country's leadership. This thesis provides a socio-philosophical 
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analysis of the steps that have been made by Azerbaijan towards 

inter-civilizational dialogue and the policy of multiculturalism, as 

well as stresses its importance in building a new society and a new 

world order. 

Literature review. Topical issues such as civilizations, 

dialogue among civilizations, as well as the world order, have been 

relevant primarily since the XVIII-XIX centuries. It envisages a 

coherent study of the issue in the context of politics and religion with 

socio-philosophical approach to these notions. This implies that the 

problem is studied based on interdisciplinary methodology and 

creates conditions for more objective scientific findings. 

Our research topic has always been a matter of interest for 

philosophers, and philosophical, sociological, political, and other 

approaches have been suggested on this topic. For example, if we 

look at Ibn Khaldun's1 theory of civilizations, we will see that 

philosophers have always viewed this problem in the context of the 

philosophy of history. Authors such as O. Spengler2, A. Toynbee3, 

M. Weber4, N. Danilevsky5, P. Sorokin6, K. Jaspers7 are regarded as 

classics of this sphere. There are two points of view in the traditional 

approach: According to the first view, only one civilization can exist 

in the context of a single time and space. The second approach 

maintains that several local and nonlocal civilizations exist in the 

context of a single time and space. Theories of local civilizations 

have overshadowed the trend of Eurocentrism and developed 

 
1 Ibn Haldun Mukaddime /  – Istanbul: Shark – Islamic Classics (Ministry of 

National Education) – 1990, – 684 p. 
2 Spengler,  О. The Decline of the West / In 2 volumes. Vol. 1, О. Spengler. – 

Moscow: Iris – press, – 2006. – 528 p. 
3 Toynbee, A. A study of history / A. Toynbee. – London: Oxford  University 

Press, – 1965.  – 655 p. 
4 Weber, Alfred  «Selected: Crisis of European Culture» / Alfred Weber. – 

Moscow: – CPB: University book - (The Book of Light), – 1999.  – 565 p. 
5 Danilevsky, N.Y. Russia and Europe / N.Y. Danilevsky – Moscow: CPB, – 1991. 

– 434 p. 
6 Sorokin, P. Social Philosophies in an Age of Depression [tr. Mete Tunchay] /  P. 

Sorokin. – Ankara: Bilgi , – 1968, – 424 p.  
7 Jaspers, K. The Origin and Goal of History / K. Jaspers. – Moscow:  Republic, – 

1994. – 527 p. 
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theories of alternative civilizations. The research problem become 

even more relevant after the collapse of the bipolar world order. 

Because this problem is being studied as an alternative concept of the 

new world order. For that reason, the study of the problem is carried 

out systematically in terms of philosophical, political, sociological, 

cultural, historical, religious, and other aspects. We have turned to a 

relatively new topic by studying the role of dialogue among 

civilizations in the formation of a new world order. There is very 

little research available exactly in the context of our topic. 

In modern times, the debates around inter-civilizational 

relations circulate in the background of dialogue and clashes among 

civilizations. Along with political and ideological affiliations 

(globalists, anti-globalists, etc.), many well-known researchers also 

take  part  in  this  discourse.  The  research  provides  references  to 

their  works,  on  which  we  have  also  submitted  our  views       

and assumptions. Among those authors, we can mention the names 

of L.Esposito1, I.Wallerstein2, F.Fernandez-Armesto3, B. Lewis4, 

D.Pipes5, N.N.Moiseyev6, V.L.Inozemtsev7, N.V.Jdanov8, 

 
1 Esposito, John L.The Future of Islam / John L. Esposito. – New York: Oxford 

University Press, – 2013. 234 p. 
2 Wallerstein, I. The Modern World – System I: Capitalist Agriculture and the 

Origins of the European World – Economy in the Sixteenth Century / I. 

Wallerstein. – Cambridge: Academic Press Inc., 1st edition, – 2011. p 440. 
3 Fernandes – Armesto, F.  Civilizations: Culture, Ambition and  the 

Transformation of Nature /  F. Fernandes – Armesto. – New York: Free Press   – 

2002. – 560 
4 Lyuis, B. A Middle East Mosaic: Fragments of life, letters and history / B. Lyuis. 

– London: – 2000. –  496 p. 
5 Daniel, Pipes . The hidden hand: middle East frars of conspiracy / Pipes Daniel – 

New York : St.Martin st. press. – 406 p. 
6 Moiseyev, N. N. Civilization at a turning point. The Ways of Russia / N. N. 

Moiseyev. – Moscow:  RIC ISPI, – 1996. – 167 p. Moiseyev, N. N. The fate of 

civilization. Path of reason / N. N. Moiseyev.   – Moscow:  Language. Russian 

culture, – 2000.  – 224  p. 
7 Bell, D., Inozemtsev, V.L. The Era of Disunity: Reflections on the world of the 

XXI century / D. Bell, V.L. Inozemtsev. – Moscow: Center for Post-Industrial 

Society Research, –2007. – 304 p. 
8 Zhdanov, N.V. The Islamic concept of the world order / N.V. Zhdanov. – 

Moscow: International relations, –2003.–568 p. 



 
 

10 

A.V.Juravskiy1, A.S.Panarin2, A.Q.Duqin3, Y.Yakovets4 and others.  

From Azerbaijani scholars, the research works of orientalist 

A.Imanguliyeva5 on the development of dialogue between the West 

and the East have been a subject of interest. She highlighted the 

mutual relationship between East and West by studying the works of 

representatives of Arab immigrant literature of the 20s of XX 

century. Speeches by Great leader Heydar Aliyev6, President Ilham 

Aliyev7,  

 
1 Zhuravsky, A.V. Christianity and Islam: Sociocultural problems of dialogue / А.V. Zhuravsky. – 

Moscow: Science, – 1990. – 128 p. 
2 Panarin, А.S. The Temptation of Globalism / А.S. Panarin – Moscow: Эксмо, – 2002.  – 415 p. 
3 Dugin, А.G.Noomachia: Wars of the Mind. Civilizations of Borders/А.G. Dugin.–Moscow: Academic 

project.–2014. – 694 p 
4 Yakovets, Y.V. Globalization and the interaction of civilizations / Y.V. Yakovets. – Moscow: Economy, 

– 2003. – 411 p. 

Yakovets, Y.V. Dialogue among civilizations - an imperative of the 21st century // Dialogue of 

Civilizations: Historical Experience and Prospects of the 21st Century. 

http://misk.inesnet.ru/wpontent/uploads/2014/10/Dialig_civil_copy_2014.pdf 
5 Aida Imanguliyeva's creative heritage as the basis of inter-civilizational dialogue in the XXI century/ 

Materilas of the İnternational İbn-Arab Symposium dedicated to the 70-th anniversary of A. Imanguliyeva 

– Baku: Elm, -2010,-p.36.-44 
6 Aliyev, Heydar. Our independence is eternal: [In 46 volumes]  / Heydar Aliyev.  – Baku: Azerneshr, – 

v.4. – 1997. p.195 – 201. Aliyev, Heydar. Speech at the Millennium Summit in New York on September 

7, 2000 //  – Baku: Dirchalis – XXI century, – 2000. №9 (31)  p.5 – 12. Aliyev, Heydar. Our independence 

is eternal: [In 46 volumes] / Heydar Aliyev. – Baku: Azerneshr, – v.1. – 1997. Speech at a meeting with 

intellectuals at the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Azerbaijan. September 21, 1993, – 612 p. 
7 Aliyev, Ilham. Development is our goal: [In 108 books]  / Ilham Aliyev. – Baku: Azerneshr, – b.1. – 

2008. – 424 p. Aliyev, Ilham. Development is our goal: [In 108 books] / Ilham Aliyev. – Baku: Azerneshr, 

– b.2. – 2009. – 432 p. Aliyev, Ilham. Development is our goal: [In 108 books] / Ilham Aliyev. – Baku: 

Azerneshr, –  b.6. – 2011. – 460 p. Speech by President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev at the 

opening of the Second World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue in Baku. https://president.az/articles/8296.  

Aliyev Ilham. Speech by Ilham Aliyev at the opening ceremony of the Second Baku International 

Humanitarian Forum. Baku. April 4, 2012. http://www.president.az/articles/6390 Official website of the 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. Speech by Ilham Aliyev at the 65th session of the 

UN General Assembly. September 23, 2010. http://www .president.az/articles/762?locale=ru Official 

website of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev. Speech by Ilham Aliyev at the 

opening of the World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue. Baku. 07-09 2011.  

http://www.president.az/articles/1845 Official website of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham 

Aliyev. Speech by Ilham Aliyev at the opening of the III World Forum on Intercultural Dialogue. Baku. 

May 18, 2015.  http://www.president.az/articles/15172/print 

http://misk.inesnet.ru/wpontent/uploads/2014/10/Dialig
https://president.az/articles/8296
http://www.president.az/articles/6390
https://text.ru/rd/aHR0cDovL3ByZXNpZGVudC5hei9hcnRpY2xlcy83NjI%2FbG9jYWxlPXJ1
http://www.president.az/articles/1845
https://text.ru/rd/aHR0cDovL3ByZXNpZGVudC5hei9hcnRpY2xlcy8xNTE3Mi9wcmludA%3D%3D
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First Vice-President Mehriban Aliyeva1 at prestigious international 

events and research works of academician R.Mehdiyev2 define the 

fundamental framework and directions of the problem, reveal 

comprehensive scientific assessments.  

Azerbaijani philosophers have been more involved in the study 

of the problem and presented a lot of research in this area. Among 

them, I.Mammadzade3, R.Aslanova4, S.Khalilov5, Z.Guluzade6, 

 
1 Aliyeva, M. Goodwill ambassador: [In 5 books] / M.Aliyeva. – Baku: Shams 

publishing, –  b.1. – 2005. – 192 p. Aliyeva, M. Goodwill ambassador: [In 5 books] 

/ .Aliyeva. – Baku: Shams publishing, –  b.2. – 2006. – 208 p. .Aliyeva. – Baku: 

Shams publishing, – b.3. –2006. – 192 p. Aliyeva, M. Goodwill ambassador: [In 5 

books] / .Aliyeva. –Baku: Shams publishing, –  b.4. –2007. –212 p. Aliyeva, M. 

Goodwill ambassador: [In 5 books] / .Aliyeva. –Baku: Shams publishing, –  b.5. –

2007. –160 p. 
2 Mehdiyev, R. While determining the strategy of the future: modernization line / 

R. Mehdiyev. – Baku:  Sharq – Qarb publishing,  –  2008, –  215 p. Mehdiyev, R. 

National statehood in the XX century / R. Mehdiyev. –  Baku: XXI YNE,  –  2003. 

–  248 p. Mehdiyev, R. On the path to democracy: while thinking about heritage /   

R.Mehdiyev. – Baku:  Sharq – Qarb, – 2008, – 792 p. Mehdiyev, R. The 

requirements of the era of globalization in Azerbaijan are the lessons of the past, 

the realities of today and the prospects for the future  / R. Mehdiyev. – Baku:  XXI-

YNE, – 2005, – 464 p. 
3 Mammadzade, I. On the relevance of philosophy in the context of globalization 

and modernization / I. Mammadzade. – Baku: Taknur, – 2009. – 226 p. 

Mammadzade, I. Once again about philosophy. Modern approaches. Trends.  

Perspectives / I. Mammadzade. – Baku: Taknur, – 2012,   – 216 p. Mammadzade, 

I. The philosophy of mutual influence of cultures and the settlement of germans in 

the South Caucasus / I. Mammadzade. – Baku: print E–servis – 2017. –159 p. 
4 Aslanova, R. Globalization and cultural diversity / (revised, supplemented and 

amended 2nd edition) R.Aslanova.– Baku: Avropa, – 2016. –340 p. Aslanova, R. 

Modern state and state studies / R.Aslanova. – Baku: Azerneshr, – 2011. – 440 p. 
5 Khalilov, S. East & West: towards the universal ideal (Philosophical Studies) / S. 

Khalilov. – Baku: Azerbaijan University publishing, – 2004. – 623 p. Khalilov, S. 

Inter-civilizational dialogue /  S. Khalilov. – Baku: Adiloglu. – 2009. – 256 p. 

Khalilov, S. Globalization or global civilization?! // – Baku: ANAS IPSL, Sharq – 

Qarb: a collection of dialogues of civilizations,  – 2005. №1, p. 24-34. 
6 Gulu-zade, Z. Regularities in the development of Eastern philosophy of the 13th - 

16th centuries. (region of Islam) and the West-East problem  / З. Gulu-zade. – 

Baku: Elm, – 1983. – 567 p. 
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A.Abbasov1, Y.Rustamov2, A.Abasov3, K.Bunyadzade4, 

S.Huseynov5, R.Ulusel6 and others conducted valuable researches in 

this field. In addition, research works of G.Gasimova7, S. Zeynalov8 

and H. Huseynov9 are particularly important for study the problem.  

Professor Z.Guluzadeh10 extensively  studied the history of 

medieval Muslim-Eastern philosophy in his work “Regularities in the 

development of Eastern philosophy of the 13th - 16th centuries. 

(region of Islam) and the West-East problem” and contributed to the 

study of the theoretical foundations of inter-civilizational relations. 

Professor Z.Khalilov's works such as "East and West: to the 

universal ideal"11, "Dialogue of civilizations"12 and etc., are of great 

value in terms of defining the basic principles of the studied subject. 
 

1 Abbasov, A. Synergetic philosophy of management: for the sake of a new 

dialogue / A.Abbasov. – Baku: "MBM" PUBLİSHİNG-PRİNTİNG CENTER, – 

2006. – 212 p. Abbasov, A.F. Democracy: cash and debt / A.F. Abbasov – Baku: 

Adiloglu,  – 2005. – 180 p. 
2 Rustamov, Y. History as a relationship between local civilizations  / Y. 

Rustamov. – Baku: Sada, – 2007. – 167 p. Rustamov, Y.  Interrelation of 

civilizations (S. Huntington) / Y. Rustamov. – Baku: Sada, – 2007. – 144 p. 
3 Abbasov,  А. Islam in modern Azerbaijan: images and reality // А. Abbasov –  

Moscow:  Azerbaijan and Russia: societies and states.  –2001. – p. 281 – 303. 
4 Bunyadzade, K. Sharq & Qarb: self-awareness that transcends divine unity / K. 

Bunyadzade. – Baku: Nurlan, –2006. –242p. 
5 Huseynov, S.Y. Religious tolerance culture in Azerbaijan: history and modernity  

  / S.Y. Huseynov; scientific ed. A.Alizade. – Baku: Taknur, – 2012.  – 175 p. 
6 Ulusel, R. Mutual connection of Eastern and Western civilizations // – Baku: 

Philosophy and socio-political sciences. –2004. №4, –p. 41 – 49. 
7 Kasumova, G.K. Cultural and civilizational facets of globalization / G.K. 

Kasumova. – Baku: Elm, – 2010. – 304 p. 
8 Zeynalov, Sh. Philosophy of dialogue  / Sh. Zeynalov – Baku: Avropa, – 2017. – 

304 p. 
9 Huseynov, H.B. Globalization in East – West relations: in the sense of ideological 
and political struggle / H.B. Huseynov. – Baku: Taknur, – 2008. – 334 p. 
10 Gulu-zade, Z. Regularities in the development of Eastern philosophy of the 13th 

- 16th centuries. (region of Islam) and the West-East problem  / З. Gulu-zade. – 

Baku: Elm, – 1983. – 567 p. 
11 Khalilov, S. East & West: towards the universal ideal (Philosophical Studies) / S. 

Khalilov. – Baku: Azerbaijan University publishing, – 2004. – 623 p. 
12 Khalilov, S. Inter-civilizational dialogue /  S. Khalilov. – Baku: Adiloglu. – 

2009. – 256 p. 
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The works belonging to R. Aslanova, "Globalization and cultural 

diversity", "Modern state and political science"1, are very valuable in 

terms of studying the philosophical problems of intercultural 

dialogue and cultural interaction. A work titled "Cultural and 

civilizational aspects of globalization"2 by G.Gasimova offers an 

interesting insight on the socio-cultural aspects of globalization and 

the fundamental issues of inter-civilizational dialogue. The work of 

the late Azerbaijani philosopher Y. Rustamov "The relationship of 

civilizations (S. Huntington)"3 is important in terms of analyzing the 

relationship among modern civilizations and S. Huntington's clash of 

civilizations concept. Monographs titled "Globalization in East-West 

relations: in the sense of ideological and political struggle"4 written 

by researcher H.Huseynov and "Culture of religious tolerance in 

Azerbaijan: history and modernity"5 by Professor S.Huseynov are 

important in order to understand the Islamic-Christian relations, the 

philosophy of interfaith dialogue, the essence of the clash of 

civilizations. A research work titled "Interaction between Eastern and 

Western civilizations"6 by R. Ulusel is also an interesting piece for 

understanding the specificity of both civilizations and studying their 

comparative analysis.  

Object of the research – problem of inter-civilizational 

dialogue 

 
1 Aslanova, R. Globalization and cultural diversity / (revised, supplemented and 

amended 2nd edition) R.Aslanova.– Baku: Avropa, – 2016. –340 p. Aslanova, R. 

Modern state and state studies / R.Aslanova. – Baku: Azerneshr, – 2011. – 440 p. 
2 Kasumova, G.K. Cultural and civilizational facets of globalization / G.K. 

Kasumova. – Baku: Elm, – 2010. – 304 p. 
3 Rustamov, Y.  Interrelation of civilizations (S. Huntington) / Y. Rustamov. – 

Baku: Sada, – 2007. – 144 p. 
4 Huseynov, H.B. Globalization in East – West relations: in the sense of ideological 
and political struggle / H.B. Huseynov. – Baku: Taknur, – 2008. – 334 p. 
5 Huseynov, S.Y. Religious tolerance culture in Azerbaijan: history and modernity  

/ S.Y. Huseynov; scientific ed. A.Alizade. – Baku: Taknur, – 2012.  – 175 p. 
6 Ulusel, R.Mutual connection of Eastern and Western civilizations//–Baku: 

Philosophy and socio-political sciences. –2004. №4, –p. 41 –49. 
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Subject of the research– Social and philosophical study of the 

role of inter-civilizational dialogue in the formation of a new world 

order 

Goals and objectives of the research. The overall goal of the 

research is to define the role of inter-civilizational dialogue in the 

formation of a new world order. 

Specific tasks set out in accordance with the overall goal are as 

follows: 

- The study of the theoretical basis of the phenomenon of 

civilization, comparative analysis of different civilization concepts, 

expression of attitudes on different concepts and approaches 

regarding the origin of civilization; 

- Comparative analysis of the "new world order" concept from 

clerical and secular perspectives, to provide a comparative socio-

philosophical analysis of varying approaches to the problem and to 

research the problem in an interdisciplinary context; 

-  To achieve a philosophical prognosis of social development 

processes by conducting the social-philosophical analysis of the 

dilemma of inter-civilizational dialogue or clash; 

- To research the coexistence problems of Islam and liberal 

values, and define their parameters on the example of Azerbaijan; 

- A comparative analysis of the current situation of secularism, 

identify the development areas of a new world order in the 

framework of social-philosophical assessment according to the 

religious and political realities; 

- To define the place and role of religions in the new world 

order through socio-philosophical research of interfaith dialogue 

projects;  

- The main objective of the research is to study the relationship 

of national values with multicultural values in a globalized world, in 

the context of social and philosophical analysis of Azerbaijan’s role 

in building dialogue among civilizations in the world, identify the 

characteristics of  Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism and its 

development prospects, as well as to define the place and role of 

Azerbaijan in a new world order. 

The main provisions of the defense: 
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1. To determine that the phenomenon of civilization, 

characterized by rational factors, is formed mainly under the 

influence of science and technology, and differs from the concept of 

culture which has an irrational character;  

2. To show that many theories about civilization formed in the 

West (local civilization, Euro centrism, etc.) are political and 

ideological in nature and that these approaches serve the ultimate 

goal of conflict, not peace, dialogue, and Western civilization based 

on Christianity; 

3. To give and compare a separate socio-philosophical analysis 

of each of the concepts of dialogue between civilizations or the clash 

of civilizations as ideas leading to a new world order; 

4. Contrary to the idea of a clash of civilizations, to argue that 

the dialogue between civilizations is the best way to ensure the 

sustainable development of mankind as one of the alternative models 

of the new world order; 

5. To determine the place of religions in the formation of a new 

world order on the basis of the problems of parallel existence of 

clerical and secular worldviews, as well as the analysis of the current 

state of secularism, socio-philosophical assessment of religion and 

politics in the context of existing realities; 

6. To determine the place and role of Azerbaijan in the new 

world order as one of the main providers of dialogue between 

civilizations, combining Eastern and Western values; 

7. To analyze the specifics of the Azerbaijani model of 

multiculturalism by defining the parameters of the parallel existence 

of Islam and liberal values in the example of Azerbaijan; 

Scientific novelty of the research is defined by its goals and 

objectives. We can mention the following scientific novelties of 

research: 

-   Social and philosophical assessment was made by 

comparative analysis of various   paradigmatic worldviews about the 

world order. 

-   Issues of mutual, dynamic development of relations in 

civilization, science, religion, and  politics have been assessed as part 



 
 

16 

of the modern socio-philosophical doctrine and interdisciplinary 

linkages. 

-  A comparative socio-philosophical analysis of the concepts 

on inter-civilization dialogue or the clash of civilizations, defined the 

prospects leading to a new world order. 

-  The worldview systems of different religions on a world 

order have been studied, their place and role in the formation of a 

new world order have been defined. 

-  Azerbaijan’s role and position in the new world order for 

inter-civilizational dialogue and multiculturalism has been studied in 

the socio-philosophical context. 

The theoretical and methodological basis of the research 

consists of various scientific approaches to civilizations and the 

relations among them, as well as to the new world order. In addition 

to logical methodology (generalization, analogy, etc.), comparative 

analysis, historical, systematic, hermeneutic, culturological and 

prediction methods were employed in the research. 

The scientific and practical significance of the research is 

closely linked to its goals and objectives, as well as scientific 

novelty. The problems raised in the research work are of importance 

for contemporary social philosophy, politics, culturology, religious 

studies, sociology, and other areas of science. The research findings 

can be used as a new scientific source in the curriculum development 

of given areas at higher education institutions and in the writing of 

research papers on this topic. In our opinion, this piece of work can 

be of interest not only to experts, but also to a wider readership. 

Approbation of the dissertation: The content of the research 

work, the main provisions, findings are contained in the author's 

articles published in scientific publications in the country and abroad, 

in the proceedings of national and international scientific conferences 

attended by author. The thesis work has been carried out at the 

Department of Social Philosophy and Ecological Problems of the 

Institute of Philosophy of Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences.  
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THE MAIN CONTENT OF THESIS 

 

The first chapter of thesis is devoted to the socio-philosophical 

study of the concepts of "Civilization" and "New world order". 

The first subchapter titled "Theoretical basis of 

“Civilization" of chapter I, examines different approaches to the 

notion of civilization, both in Western philosophical thought and in 

the philosophical heritage of the eastern Muslim world. There are 

different approaches to the concept of civilization. It is important to 

study the social and philosophical phenomenon of civilization to 

understand their essence. The general result of scientific research 

carried out in this area shows that the phenomena of civilization and 

culture differ from one another. Civilization is mostly characterized 

by rational factors.  

As we know, the emergence of the concept of "civilization" as 

a socio-philosophical term and the development of its scientific and 

theoretical framework took place in the West. The word civilization 

comes from the Latin "civitas" and "civis" meaning city and 

inhabitant of a city, respectively. For the first time, the concept of 

civilization was used in the West in French (civilization) by Voltaire 

and Marquis de Mirabeau. During this period, the definition of the 

term that expressed the way of life of elite class in France and 

England was to civilize (civilizer) as a normative content. Even 

though the concept of civilization has been exposed to various 

changes, today it partially implies this meaning. The term "culture" 

which appeared in the works of Muslim enlighteners in the mid-19th 

century, in fact was emerged  as an Arabic equivalent of the term 

"civilization" used in the works of European enlighteners and 

thinkers in the middle of the 18th century. Although alternative 

concepts of "parallel civilizations" and "local civilizations" have 

emerged in the West since the late 19th century, the concept of 

"civilization" (as well as democracy) used in the scientific and 

political literature is mainly associated with the West. French 

philosopher Joseph Gobineau provided the momentum for a birth of 

ideas about alternative "local civilizations".  

What is the attitude to the concept of civilization in Islam? 
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 Although the term "culture" (or "tamaddun") is structurally 

derived from the Arabic word "Madinah" (city) it is contextually the 

Arabic equivalent of the word "civilization". The word "culture" used 

in the Azerbaijani language combines two different terms from the 

West - "culture" and "civilization". Azerbaijani enlightener Mirza 

Fatali Akhundzadeh used to define the word "civilization" as 

follows: 

"Civilization consists of achieving greater perfection in 

science, industry and morality and progressing towards culture by 

overcoming ignorance and barbarism, as well as gaining 

enlightenment in domestic affairs."1 Ibn Khaldun was one of the 

philosophers who suggested interesting views on the problem of 

civilization. Ibn Khaldun suggests that “while society is formed by 

people coming together to reduce their dependence on nature, the 

state is formed as a result of organization of intelligent people who 

want to protect their lineage from others by coming together and 

obeying common laws”2. Ibn Khaldun believed that states rise, 

evolve, and fall like human beings. He said this process consists of 

five phases. 

As a result, it can be stated that in the history of Western 

philosophical thought, the attitude to the phenomenon of 

"civilization" refers mainly to the paradigm of Eurocentrism. Some 

philosophers claim that Christian values and Christianity served as 

the basis for the development of Western civilization. The idea of 

this approach is that no religion except Christianity can create 

civilization.  

Some thinkers, on the other hand, argue that scientific and 

technological progress, liberal values, and secularism make possible 

the development of civilization rather than religion. The development 

 
1 Akhundzade, M.F. Letters to Kemal-ud-Dovle / M.F. Akhundzade. – Baku: – 

1985. – p. 51. 
2 Ibn Haldun Mukaddime /  – Istanbul: Shark – Islamic Classics (Ministry of 

National Education) – 1990, – 45 p. 
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of civilization is primarily driven by the modernization and the path 

to progress in this sense. 

The second subchapter of the chapter I is called "Socio-

philosophical analysis of the ‘new world order’ concept". It 

focuses on the problem in accordance with the socio-philosophical 

aspect, examines the new world order and its historical forms. It is 

known that the notion of "New world order" was used as a term, in 

the past. The new geopolitical order that Japan intended to establish 

in the Far East on the eve of World War I, and the hegemony that 

A.Hitler wanted Fascist  Germany to establish  over the world on the 

eve of World War II were described by them as "new world order".  

If we look at the history for the last 200 years, we will see that 

there are certain transition regularities among the models of global 

governance. We can say, the unipolar model of global governance, 

with some exceptions, is inclined to move to multipolarity, 

multipolarity to bipolarity, and bipolarity to unipolarity thus 

resembling spiral dynamics. The policy of globalization that emerged 

after the collapse of the bipolar world order has been the focus of 

discussion in modern scientific and political discourseResearchers 

and socio-political figures conducting research on the global order 

can be classified into three groups on the ideological basis: ultra-

globalists (neoliberals), anti-globalists (neo-Marxists, traditionalists) 

and transformationalists (reformers whose position is closer to 

globalists’). Globalists, focusing on the positive aspects of the 

globalization , are convinced that the development of international 

cooperation will eliminate planetary threats, global environmental 

and nuclear security issues, obstacles to economic cooperation, as 

well as foster human rights and freedoms, democracy, investments. 

As can be seen, the objective and subjective consequences of 

globalization have been analyzed in a socio-philosophical context 

with comparative analysis of various approaches. 

The second chapter of thesis is called "Socio-philosophical 

analysis of the concepts of the new world order and inter-

civilizational relations". 

The first half of Chapter II, entitled "Ideas of Inter-

Civilizational Dialogue and the Clash of Civilizations," seeks to 
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define secularism and clericalism, interfaith dialogue projects and 

their place and role in the new world order, and the historical place 

and role of Islam in shaping the world order. . Huntington and B. 

Levis put forward and supported the idea of the inevitability of a 

clash of civilizations based on religious identity. Noting that the 

points where cultural borders between civilizations are broken will 

become hotbeds of global conflicts between nations, S. Huntington 

points to the Karabakh conflict as one of such hotbeds of conflict. In 

general, S. Huntington, when talking about the clash of civilizations, 

focuses on the clash between Western and Islamic civilizations. In 

The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization, Richard Bulliet criticized 

S. Huntington and B. Lewis, arguing that “Islam and Christianity 

should be presented not only as parties to the conflict between 

civilizations, but also as parties to the conflict. because their 

experiences have been inseparable throughout history, they must be 

recognized as a single civilization”1 At the same time, philosopher 

and political analyst Heydar Jamal said that those who try to see the 

contradiction between Islam and liberalism are wrong, noting that the 

first caliphate was the first model of global liberal society in world 

history. Because people of different backgrounds lived in this great 

society, they were governed by common laws, and the rights of the 

individual came to the fore. From this point of view, he considers the 

successor Western of the caliphate.2 At the same time, G.I. Mirskiy1, 

A. Ignatenko2, C.L. Esposito3, J. Afghani4, the role of Islamic 

civilization in the development of human history is emphasized. 

 
1 Richard, Bulliet. The Case for İslamo – Christian Civilization / Richard Bulliet. – 

New York: Columbia University Press, – 2004. – p.46.  
2 Jemal, G. Liberation of Islam / G. Jemal – Moscow: Umma, – 2004. – p.48. 
1 Mirsky, G.I. Islamic civilization in the globalizing world // - Moscow: World 

economy and international relations, - 2004, No. 6, - p. 29 - 37. 
2 A.A. Ignatenko From the Philippines to Kosovo: Islamism as a Global 

Destabilizing Factor // Independent newspaper, 2000 – 10 –12 p.  

http://www.ng.ru/ideas/2000-10-12/8_islam.html 
3 Esposito, John L.The Future of Islam / John L. Esposito. – New York: Oxford 

University Press, – 2013. 234 p.  
4 Afgani, Seyyid Jamaladdin. el – Urvetu’l – Vuskâ / [tr. Ibrahim Aydin] S.J. 

Afgani. – Istanbul: A Publishing, – 1987. – 222p. 

http://www.ng.ru/ideas/2000-10-12/8_islam.html
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B.V.Dolgov1 distinguishes Islamism from fundamentalism. The 

emergence of the phenomenon of "dialogue among civilizations" is 

also based on finding intersections between liberalism and Islamic 

values and models of coexistence. 

The resolution on "Dialogue among civilizations" introduced 

by former Iranian President Mohammad Khatami in 1998 and 

adopted by the UN General Assembly, "The White Paper on 

Dialogue among Civilizations" in 2008 and "The co-existence in 

Equality of Dignity" in 2008 made a great contribution to the 

dialogue between civilizations. 

The second half entitled "The New World Order and 

Interreligious Dialogue", focuses on conflicting ideas and 

ideologies about the state, society and the world. As we know, in 

today's world, just as there are secular states and non-secular clerical 

states, there are social strata representing both groups in every 

society. In the semi-chapter, it is studied that religions play an 

important role in the life of every society, as well as have an 

important influence on the formation of the world order. Research 

shows that no matter how much secular societies express their 

apostasy, religion has the potential to directly or indirectly influence 

the life of society and the state. Religions and the relations between 

them remain relevant in the system of international relations, as well 

as in public administration. Focusing on the governance of secular 

states by different religions and denominations, it is stated that 

religions, as important as they play in the life of any society, have 

important factors in shaping the world order.  

Also, as an example of inter-religious dialogue, Alexander the 

Great's Hellenistic policy, Manichaeism, Islam, Buddhism, Akbar 

Shah's "General Peace" project called            "Din-i Ilahi", and in 

modern times the Vatican's ecumenism project, Christian, Jewish and 

the role of "interfaith dialogue", the "Declaration of the Church on 

Cooperation with Non-Christian Religions", the ideas of the 

Franciscan sect, the ecumenism project of the "World Association of 

Churches" and other projects with the participation of Muslim 

religious leaders. The issues discussed in the dialogue between 

 
1 Russian civilization, – Moscow:  Academic project, – 2003, –  p.407. 
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civilizations cannot be separated from religions. Therefore, the issue 

of "interreligious dialogue" is on the agenda today, and it creates 

conditions for the involvement of clericalism in solving political 

problems in the world.  

Chapter III of the dissertation is titled "Azerbaijan's place 

and role in the new world order." 

The first half of the last chapter, titled "Azerbaijan - the place 

and role in the context of the dialogue between Eastern and 

Western civilizations" highlights that holding a special place in 

inter-civilizational dialogue is the historical mission of Azerbaijan's 

foreign policy. The government of Azerbaijan recognizes its 

historical mission in this area and seeks to contribute to the process 

of historical evolution. Considering the global need for peace and 

coexistence, the importance of Azerbaijan's mission is fully 

understandable. This is not a coincidence because the peculiarity of 

the social and historical evolution of the Azerbaijani people is based 

on such progressive principles as tolerance, multiculturalism, 

universalism. These are positive factors that influenced the formation 

of the Azerbaijani culture distinguished with its uniqueness. 

Azerbaijan has historically played the role of a bridge among 

confronting civilizations. If we trace the cultural history of 

Azerbaijan, we will see that the leaders of different countries who 

have been formed in this area continued to pursue a similar 

geopolitical foreign policy. This was mainly due to the geopolitical 

position of the territory of Azerbaijan and the traditionally formed 

historical mission.  

Azerbaijan has been an integral part of Islamic civilization 

since the Middle Ages. Today, the global Turkish-Islamic values 

shaped in the Middle Ages occupy an important place in the national-

spiritual consciousness of Azerbaijanis and in the idea of 

Azerbaijanism. In this regard, Azerbaijan manifests itself not only as 

a part of the Turkish-Muslim civilization, but also as one of its 

leaders.  

Azerbaijani culture cannot be considered a local culture as it 

encompasses global and universal Islamic values. The local 

civilizations may share commonalities as well. In that sense, policy 
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of multiculturalism is an ideological basis of the dialogue among 

civilizations.  

Azerbaijan plays a great historical role as an intellectual leader 

of the Muslim East, both fulfilling the mission of Islamic solidarity 

and ensuring the dialogue between Eastern and Western civilizations. 

In this regard, Azerbaijan's place in the world, particularly in the 

Muslim East, is unique, and currently there is no other state in the 

world that can fulfill this historic mission of Azerbaijan.  

Dialogue between civilizations is one of the main directions of 

Azerbaijan's foreign policy. This policy creates conditions for 

Azerbaijan to be recognized in the world as a sign of peace and 

justice, and at the same time increases the country's prestige in the 

system of international relations. As it is known, our country has 

achieved great success in this direction. Among them the "Baku 

Process", is known as a successful format of dialogue between 

civilizations.  

The second half of the chapter III titled "Peculiarities of the 

Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism" studies the theoretical and 

conceptual issues of the Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism. The 

culture of tolerance among religions and sects, which has historically 

existed in Azerbaijan, has become an integral part of the national 

mentality of the Azerbaijani people. environment in Azerbaijan.  

Islam has played an important role in bringing together the 

diverse cultural communities in Azerbaijan and ensuring good 

relations among them. Unlike other Muslim countries, Azerbaijan is 

more open to cultural diversity for several reasons. As it is known, 

Irfan and Sufism branches of Islam are more widespread in 

Azerbaijan which is obvious in our literary history. The philosophy 

of Irfan, better known as Batiniyya, is based on the principles of 

inner unity, rather than exterior reality.  

According the philosophy of multiculturalism, getting rid of 

"we-they" stereotype is vital for achieving social solidarity. Along 

with Islam, the Azerbaijani language has played a significant role in 

the shaping of a multicultural environment in Azerbaijan. It is no 

coincidence that the Azerbaijani language is given the status of the 

state language in the country.  
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As a social order multiculturalism has become part of state 

policy in Azerbaijan. It is impossible to think otherwise. Because 

being against multiculturalism contradicts the lifestyle and mindset 

of Azerbaijani people. The idea of Azerbaijanism enriches the 

multicultural environment of the country and ensures the socio-

cultural integration of the country's population. Azerbaijanism as a 

national ideology brings together all Azerbaijanis under the concept 

of a united nation, regardless of their ethnic identity.  

The 44-day Patriotic War, launched by the Armenian Armed 

Forces during the First Karabakh War to liberate Nagorno-Karabakh 

and the surrounding Azerbaijani lands, has ruled out the possibility 

that the Karabakh conflict could lead to clashes between 

civilizations. However, ideologues representing the interests of 

global powers (B. Levis, S. Huntington) have already talked about 

this. As a result of the successful foreign policy pursued by the 

Azerbaijani state, during the 44-day war, Azerbaijan's just cause was 

openly defended not only by Muslim states, but also by Britain, Italy 

and other Christian states.  

The policy of multiculturalism in Azerbaijan is a phenomenon 

of social order initiated from bottom to up, not from top to down. 

Because this social order has a deep social and cultural root. 

Azerbaijan's model of multiculturalism is based not only on national 

legislation, but also on the traditions of tolerance of Azerbaijanis, 

deep humanistic roots, unique values of Islamic culture and 

Azerbaijanism. Multiculturalism in Azerbaijan differs from other 

models of multiculturalism (Canada, Sweden, USA, Australia) in that 

sense.  

We can see the successful results of the policy of 

multiculturalism in the great victory in the 44-day Patriotic War, 

which has become our glorious history. All peoples living in 

Azerbaijan, regardless of religion, language and ethnicity, played a 

decisive role in the victory in the Second Karabakh War, which 

began as a result of Armenia's 30-year occupation policy against 

Azerbaijan. The most important reason for the victory in the Patriotic 

War, which ended in 44 days, due to natural laws, was the fact that 
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today the Azerbaijani people live in a period of high moral and 

ideological passion. 

In the “Conclusion” part of the dissertation, the scientific-

theoretical provisions obtained in the chapters of the study are 

summarized. Here it is shown that the definition of the content and 

explicit logical boundaries of the concepts of "inter-civilizational 

dialogue", "new world order", "clash of civilizations", etc., 

introduction of international draft law in order to foster dialogue 

among civilizations and peace in the world, emergence of  

civilization as a social phenomenon with advancement of science and 

technology, "interfaith dialogue" not as the subject of discussion at 

the theological level, study of objective and subjective factors of 

globalization, the mainstreaming of shared global values, the 

definition of the place and role of religions in the world order, 

distinctiveness of Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism and Islamic 

solidarity as well as its role as a bridge between Eastern and Western 

civilizations.  

 

The main provisions of the dissertation are reflected in the 

following publications of the author: 

1. Under globalization moral values and national interests 

(thesis) Proceedings of the international conference on the topic 

“Under globalization topical issues for the sustainable development” 

dedicated to the 88th anniversary of National Leader Heydar Aliyev 

and the 93rd anniversary of modern Azerbaijani statehood. (Baku, 

Azerbaijan University, 4-5 May 2011, Azerbaijan University 

publishing house, pp. 458-460 

2. Civilization is the most advanced stage of human 

development (article) // “Geostrategy” monthly socio-political, 

popular science magazine. Azerbaijan printing house (№ 01(13) 

2013), pp. 60-64. 

3. The concept of civilization in the historical and modern 

perspectives (thesis). The proceedings of the XIX Republican 

scientific conference of doctoral candidates and young researchers. 

(Baku, Azerbaijan State University of Economics. 7-8 April 2015) 

Baku -2015, Volume 1, pp. 312-313 
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phenomenon (article) "Гілея" scientific bulletin.  // 150 (11), Кyiv, 
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14. Socio-philosophical aspects of the "civilization" 
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The defense will be held on ________ _______ ________ at 

________ at the meeting of the Dissertation council ED  of Supreme 

Attestation Commission under the President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan operating at Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, 

the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology. 

Address: AZ 1143, Baku, Huseyn Javid Avenue 115, 

Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, Institute of Philosophy 

and Sociology, IX floor, conference hall. 

Dissertation is accessible at the Library of Institute of 

Philosophy and Sociology, Azerbaijan National Academy of 

Sciences. 

Electronic versions of dissertation and its abstract are available 

on the official website of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, 

Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences. 

Abstract was sent to the required addresses on ____ ____ ____ 
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