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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DISSERTATION 

 

The actuality of the theme and the degree of research. 

Caucasian Albania which played significant role in the statehood 

history of Azerbaijan bounded the big area by Caucasus mountains 

to the north, Aras river to the south, Iberia to the west and Caspian 

Sea to the east. Area of Albania was divided into provinces and 

districts. One of the eleven provinces situated on the left side of 

river was Gabala. There was Gabala city where was the capital of 

Albania since 4
th

 century BC till 5
th

 century AD and played big role 

in its cultural life. Having palaces, headquarters of Albanian gover-

nors, headquarters of Albanian archbishops situated here shows that 

Gabala had important role as an administrative, political, and epis-

copacy center.
1
 

The Great Leader stated by highligtining the role of Gabala in our 

statehood history that “Gabala has honourable past and beautiful 

future”.
2
 As the Great Leader Heydar Aliyev, his political successor 

Mr. Ilham Aliyev had official and unofficial visits to Gabala so many 

times. “Gabala Archeological Center” which president Ilham Aliyev 

participated in its opening ceremony on 2014 september 22 demon-

strates both honourable past and beautiful future of Gabala as Heydar 

Aliyev said years ago. For sure, tourists’ visits to this area has a special 

role in the acknowledging with the past of both “Archeological Center” 

and of Gabala, also in showing historical facts to the world com-

munity.
3
 During Mr. President’s next visit on 18 august 2015, he also 

visited “Gabala Historical Ethnography Museum”, got information 

                                                      
1
Məmmədova, F.C. Azərbaycanın (Albaniyanın) siyasi tarixi və tarixi coğrafiyası 

(er. əv. III əsr- er. VIII əsri) / F.C.Məmmədova. – Bakı: Azərnəşr, – 1993. – s.79-

80; – s.85. 
2
Qəbələ etnoqrafiyası / T.Bünyadov, S.Məhərrəmova, B.Əliyev [və b.] – İstanbul: 

İhlas Gazetecilik A.Ş., – 2017. – s.3. 
3
Qasımzadə, Ə.H. Qədim Qəbələ şəhər yerində aparılmış arxeoloji qazıntıların 

orta əsrlər dövrünün keramikasının öyrənilməsində və turizmin inkişafında rolu// 

Müasir dövrdə effektiv idarəetmənin problemləri, Azərbaycan Turizm və Menec-

ment Universiteti, V Respublika Elmi-Praktik konfransının materialları. Azərbay-

can Turizm və Menecment Universiteti. – Bakı, – 2019. 22 noyabr, – s.54. 
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about rich natural-cultural patterns, and wrote these words down in the 

memorial book of museum: “Gabala Etnography Museum” establi-

shed with the great leader Heydar Aliyev’s effort in 1980, undoubtly, 

represents the old history of this land with its exhibits. Gabala is the 

old land of Azerbaijan, it was mentioned in the written sources related 

to BC. We approach our historical and cultural heritage with the big 

respect. We should  love our ancient history, learn it deeply and de-

monstrate it to the international community.
4
  

The name of Gabala called as “The pearl of Azerbaijan” by Great 

Leader Heydar Aliyev  was firstly mentioned as Kabalaka in the book 

“History of nature” by Great Plini 1st century AD in written sources.
5
 

The name of the city was mentioned as “Khabala” in the book “Book 

of geography” by Claudius Ptolemyin 2ndcentury AD.
6
 There is 

information about Gabala not only in ancient, but also in medieval 

books too.  

Deeply and comprehensively researching the history of Gabala 

city is the relevant topic as always. The inputs of archeological 

researches carried out starting since 1926 and continue until today with 

some breaks show that Gabala had an important role in the 

administrative-political and cultural as well asagricultural life of the 

country. Rich and colourful natural-cultural patterns of Gabala shows 

that it was one of the important handicraft centers of Azerbaijan in the 

XI-XIII century. In other words, handicraft patterns produced by 

Gabala masters were not different from other patterns produced in 

developed cities of that time for its parameters. Further more, it would 

be better to mention ceramic. Because most valuable patterns found 

out during archeological researches in the necropolis related to 

different times, in Gabala and other cities are ceramics.  

Mostly more than 80% ofpatterns in Shamakhi, Ganja, Bayla-

gan, Shabran, Shamkir, Nakhchivan, Sharifan, Bandovan, Kharaba-

                                                      
4
Əliyev, İ.H.  İnkişaf – məqsədimizdir: [113 cilddə] / İ.Əliyev. – Bakı: Azərnəşr, 

– c. 12. – 2013. – s.42. 
5
“Böyük Plini “Təbiət tarixi” / Azərbaycan tarixi üzrə qaynaqlar. –Bakı, “Çıraq”, 

– 2007. – s. 27-28. 
6
Klavdi Ptolemey “Coğrafiya dərsliyi” / Azərbaycan tarixi üzrə qaynaqlar. – 

Bakı: “Çıraq, – 2007. – s. 25;27. 
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Gilan are ceramic wares. It is interesting that these ceramics 

mentioned above are superior than others, and also catch attention 

for their attractivness and scientific values. Because the smallest 

piece of pottery found in the different condition is determinant 

material. It means age and time of the monument and other findings 

(besides coin patterns) in that region is determined according to the 

ceramic patterns. So it is understandable why experts always give 

special interest to study ceramicwares comperehensively.  

The ceramic of Gabala related to early and late middle ages has 

been different researchers’ relevant topic years ago. In spite of this 

we can mention S.M.Gaziev,
7
 O.S.Ismizade,

8
 R.B.Goyushov,

9
 

G.M.Ahmadov,
10

 F.V.Gadirov,
11

 I.A.Babaev,
12

 G.J.Jabiev,
13

 A.H. 

Badalov,
14

 J.T.Eminli’s
15

 researches. In S.M.Gaziev, O.S.Ismizade, 

F.V.Gadirov’s researches ceramics are mentioned generally. I.A.Ba-

baev carried out research on Gabala’s first enameledwares, A.H.Ba-

dalov and J.T.Eminli did separate dissertation mostly about ancient 

and Hellenic period of Albania in the bases of Gabala findings. 

R.B.Goyushov wrote dissertation dedicated to ceramicof Gabala in 

                                                      
7
Qazıyev, S.M. Qəbələ şəhərinin tarixi-arxeoloji tədqiqi //Azərbaycan SSR Elmlər 

Akademiyası. Azərbaycanın maddi-mədəniyyəti, – V cild, – Bakı, – 1964. – s.7-67. 
8
Исмизаде, О. Ш. O глазурованной керамике с клеймами из средневековой 

Кабальı (XI-XIVвв) //Издательство Академия Наук Азербайджанской ССР, 

Азербайджанская материальная культура V том. – Баку,  – 1964, – с.161-170. 
9
Геюшев, Р.Б. Керамика города Кабалы (I-X вв.): / авторeф.  канд.  ист.  

Наук / – Баку, 1962, – 23 с. 
10

Əhmədov, Q.M. Azərbaycanın orta əsr şirsiz saxsı məmulatı / Q.M.Əhmə-

dov. – Bakı, – 1959. – 143s. 
11

Qədirov, F.V. Qəbələ arxeoloji ekspedisiyası Səlbir dəstəsinin çöl-tədqiqat 

işləri-nin elmi hesabatı (1982-ci il) / F.V.Qədirov. – Bakı, 1983. – arxiv № h-305. 

– 78s. 
12

Babayev, İ.A. Qəbələnin ilk şirli qabları / İ.A.Babayev. AMM, V cild, – Bakı, –

1964, – s.131-148. 
13Cəbiyev, Q.C.Azərbaycan Keramikası / Q.C.Cəbiyev. – Bakı, – 2003, – 236 s. 
14Бадалов А.Г.  Гончарное  ремесло Азербайджана античного периода (I-III 

вв) / А.Г.Бадалов. – Баку. “Элм”, – 2003. – 186 с. 
15Eminli, C.T. Azərbaycanın ellinizm dövrü saxsı məmulatı (e. ə. IV-I əsrlər): / 

tarix üzrə fəlsəfə doktoru dis. avtoreferatı. / – Bakı, 2008. – 26 s. 
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I-X century. This is the first research dedicated to Gabala’s ceramic. 

G.J.Jabiyev defended a dissertation named as “The pottery patterns 

of Azerbaijan in late middle ages” on thebases of patterns belonging 

to XIV-XVII centuries. Thus, besides XI-XIII centuries, ceramic of 

all times of Gabala has been researched specifically.  

The main reason of studing ceramic of Gabala of XI-XIII 

centuries becomes topical is this reason. So by researching ceramic 

of Gabala in XI-XIII as a separate issue, studing ceramics of our old 

capital completely and sistematically will have been completed.  

Unfortunately,  ceramic patterns found in different cities of 

Azerbaijan have not been researced completely, detailed, resistantly 

and sistematically like this. We can consider that only ceramic of 

Baku and Shamkir has relatively been studied in a comperehensive 

way. Works like “Ceramic of Shamkir” by T.M.Dostiev,
16

 “Ceramic 

of Baku in IX-XVII centuries” by R.J.Ahmadov
17

 as well as “Medi-

eval decorated wares of Baku” by F.A.Ibrahimov and O.S.Ismi-

zade’s joint work should be mentioned as a positive efforts towards 

researching ceramic.
18

 

In our opinion, researching the ceramic of Mingachevir, Bay-

lagan, Shamakhi, Ganja, Shabran, Shamkir,which are being kept in 

museums nowadays, by classifiying and periodizing them like 

patterns of Gabala is a relevant topic right now. 

It is true that unglazed pottery patternsrelated to XI-XIII 

centuries were mentioned generally in the context of unglazed 

pottery patterns of Azerbaijan in the G.M.Ahmadov’s research 

carring out in the 1950s in the bases of Baylagan patterns. At that 

time even comprehensive researches had not started yet till that time 

in Gabala. In other words, rich and diverse patterns of Gabala 

studied in this research are patterns that found in the excavations 

carried out during the period after 1950s. By the way, we should 

                                                      
16

Dostiyev T.M. Orta əsr Şəmkir şəhərinin keramikası:  I hissə, – Bakı, – 2020. – 

224s. 
17

Ахмедов,  Р.Дж. Керамика Баку IX-XVII вв. / Р.Дж.Ахмедов. – Баку. 

“Элм”, – 1992. – 152 с. 
18

Исмизаде О.Ш. Художественная штампованная керамика средневекового 

Баку / О.Ш.Исмизаде., Ф.А.Ибрагимов, – Баку, “Элм”, – 1983. – 108 c. 
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mention that in the G.M.Ahmadov’s researches glazed pottery 

wares of Azerbaijan during IX-XIII were reported generally as well. 

A.L.Jacobson
19

 had researches about fugitive ceramic of Baylagan 

before G.M.Ahmadov. This was first research about classification 

and characteristics of glazed ceramic of Azerbaijan. But compared 

to today’s researches, it is not sufficient and perfect. Firstly, XI-XIII 

materials have been researched not separately but together with the 

materials of IX-X centuries. It means that in contrast to the IX-X 

centuries, production of glazed ceramic related to XI-XIII centuries 

has not been studied in details. Secondly, classification of glazed 

pottery wares by A.L.Jacobson and G.M.Ahmadov related to IX-

XIII century is complicated and hard enough to understand. 

Determining and differentiating patterns in the 12 groups in their 

classification is really difficult.  

As a whole, we should mention art critics N.N.Najafov’s 

researches when we talk about glazed ceramic related to IX-XIII 

centuries. Artistic features of glazed ceramic related to middle ages, 

indeed XII-XV centuries have been researched and generalized by 

him for the first time.
20

 But there was not information about Gabala 

in these researches. And also technological and technical features of 

medieval ceramic havenot been studied in those researches. Futhe-

rmore similar, common, and local features of materials which were 

from different ceramic production places in Azerbaijan have not 

been mentioned in the research. That is why it should be considered 

as deficiency of materials studied in the research andnot covering all 

regions of the whole country. Researches carried out in Gabala city 

continuously paved the way to help getting rid of problems and 

deficiencies in the studying of ceramic related to XI-XIII centuries. 

Ceramic related to XI-XIII centuries was found especially in 

Salbir and Gala areas during excavations in Gabala.  

                                                      
19

Якобсон, А.Л. Художественная керамика Байлакана (Оpенкала). (По мате-

риалам раскопок 1953-1955 гг.) МИАСССР, № 67, т.1., – Москва-Ленинград 

1959. – c. 228-302. 
20

Наджафова, Н.Н. Художественная керамика Азербайджана ХII-ХV вв. / 

Н.Наджафова. Академия Наук Азербайджанской ССР, Институт Истории, сект. 

археологии и этнографии. – Баку, – 1964. – 140 с. 
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A lot of waterlines, patterns of brick, tile, and glazed tile were 

found both in Gala and Salbir areas during excavations carried out 

by famous archaeologist S.M.Gaziev’s leadership during 1959-1960 

years in Salbir area. The researches were carried out first in Gala, 

then in other areas called as Kamaltapa, Sharifchiragi during the 

years from 1975 to 1990 by the group under the archeologist 

F.V.Gadirov’s leadership, and as the resultglazed potteries, ungla-

zed potteries and their fragments, pottery kilns of construction 

ceramic were researched there. Those excavations show that pot-

teries were used widely in of people’s daily lives of the city.  

Archeological research was carried out for the first time in 

Gabala city by D.B.Sharifov in 1926. That research carried out in 

the center of Gala region was specially for exploration purpose in 

Gala and limited area. Rich and diverse patterns of ceramic in Gala 

area were found for the first time by the group under the 

O.S.Ismizade’s leadership during 1960-1961 years. The pottery kiln 

for the purpose of heating pottery is very eye-catching. IV excava-

tion area explored during 1971-1983 years by the professor G.M. 

Ahmadov is one of the biggest area that has been researched until 

today. Rich ceramic material, especially both glazed pottery collec-

tion which was half finished and tripod vase found in that area have 

very scientific importance.   

During the Soviet years archeological researches by O.S.Is-

mizade, S.M.Gaziev, G.M.Ahmadov, F.V.Gadirov, I.A.Babaev, G.J. 

Jabiev and other famous archeologists have been carried out in the 

different areas of Gabala city. Glazed and unglazed construction 

ceramicis major among rich and diverse material-cultural patterns 

related to different times. It is the result of the Great leader Heydar 

Aliyev’s care and attention to the studing of historical monuments 

that archeological places were created in Ganja, Nakhchivan, 

Shamakhi, Shaki, Guba, and other areas beside Gabala since 1975.
21

  

                                                      
21

Qasımzadə, Ə.H. Ümummilli lider Heydər Əliyevin Azərbaycanda Arxeolo-

giya elminin inkişafına qayğısı //AMEA, Humanitar və İctimai elmlər bölməsi, 

Bakı Slavyan Universiteti, Azərbaycanşünaslığın aktual problemləri, Ümummilli 

lider Heydər Əliyevin 90 illik yubileyinə həsr olunmuş IV Beynəlxalq elmi kon-

fransının materialları. – Bakı, – 01-04 may, – 2013, – s. 308. 
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Armenian specialists made a project of high voltage electric 

lines inside the city during the construction of radiolocation station 

in Gabala and this idea was protested by archeologists. This attitude 

towards ruins of Gabala city which embraced magnificient history 

was discussed in the meeting on 17 january 1978 in Central Com-

mittee by theorder of  I secretary of Azerbaijan Communist Party 

Central Commitee Heydar Aliyev and guilty people were punished. 

Of course, to agree with this decision by Heydar Aliyev’s effort 

should be considered as the best example of special attention given 

to the historical-cultural values of the country.
22

  

Although during second part of the 1970s and in the middle of 

the 1980s some excavations were carried out in the different areas 

by famous archeologists Gara Ahmadov, Ilyas Babaev, Firidun 

Gadirov, and Gafar Jabiev, at the end of the 1980s archeological 

researches were haulted because of social-political situation in the 

country.  

Starting from 2018 SEBA (Seoul and Baku) archeological 

expedition group of Institute of Archeology, Ethnography and 

Anthropology of Azerbaijan National Academy of Science with the 

financial support of Azerbaijan-Korean Cultural Interchange Asso-

ciation started archeleogical researches again in Gabala. 

Excavations in the VI-IX areas in Gala in 2008-2021 years have 

been carried out by professor G.J.Jabiev’s leadership  and a lot of 

ceramics have been found there.  

It was found out as the result of long-term and comprehensive 

archeological excavations by the archeological expedition of Gabala 

that there were people living here since I century until the early XVIII 

century. Gala area was bounded with trench and tower from the north 

part after the life was over in Salbir area at the end of XI century.  

Of course, pottery materials and construction ceramic found out in 

the archeological excavations paved the way to learn about ceramic art 

in Gabala starting from ancient period to the last middle ages. These 

patterns show the development way of the whole pottery production 

                                                      
22

Mahmudov, Y.M. Heydər Əliyev Azərbaycan elminin keşiyində. Sənədlər və 

materiallar: [ 2 cilddə] / Y.M. Mahmudov. – Bakı: Turxan NPB, – c. 1. – 2013. –

s. 364-371. 
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field, and also give opportunity to comment about the social-

economical, and cultural life of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries.  

Glazed and unglazed materials, construction ceramic and other 

kinds of patterns are beeing kept in the fonds of museums of Institute 

of Archeology, Ethnography and Anthropology of Azerbaijan National 

Academy of  Science,  Azerbaijan National History Museum, Gabala 

Archeological Center and also Gabala Museum of History and 

Ethnography. Researches help to learn about the development of city 

life and economical and cultural life of city in Gabala that has a big 

importance in the statehood of Azerbaijan  

The object and subject of the research. The object of the 

dissertation consists of glazed patterns, unglazed wares and construc-

tion ceramic in XI-XIII centuries in Gabala, technology of their 

preparation, utilization of these patterns in the household, architecture 

and city agriculture.  

The subject of dissertation consists of determining and studing of 

general development tendency of production of ceramic, glazed 

patterns, unglazed wares and types of construction ceramic and their 

special features by examining the archelogical patterns found in 

Gabala.  

In the dissertation it is refered to the reports, magazines, 

acheologists’ dairy, photos, and other literatural and internet resources 

related to patterns found in excavations, also to diverse patterns kept in 

Institute of Archeology, Ethnography and Anthropology of Azerbaijan 

National Academy of Science,  Azerbaijan National History Museum, 

Gabala Archeological center and also Gabala Museum of History and 

Ethnography.  

The source basis of research. The source basis of the 

dissertation work consists of reports based on ceramic patterns and 

excavations in Gabala related to XI-XIII centuries which were 

discovered in the archeological researches conducted in and around 

Gabala city in the last hundered years and are being protected in 

Gabala History Ethnography Museum, Gabala Archeological Cen-

ter, National Museum of History of Azerbaijan, in Institute of Ar-

cheology, Ethnography and Anthropology of Azerbaijan National 

Academy of Science. 
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The goals and objectives of the research. The purpose and 

duties of research is, by examining ceramics of Gabala of XI-XIII 

centuries, to determine the development tendency of production of 

ceramic of middle ages generally comparing it with other materials of 

different times before and after that time.  

The whole list of historical facts that show the development of 

pottery and construction ceramicin Gabala is given in the dissertation 

work. The issues mentioned below is highlighted in the work: 

- To describe the social-economic and political life of Gabala in 

XI-XIII centuries; 

- To show development of the cultural-civil life of city, and the 

general development of ceramic art regarding with social status of 

people; 

- To show common view of trade and handicraft field in Gabala 

based on archeological materials. 

The subject of this dissertation is not discussed yet until now as a 

separate issue, that is why this work helps to study ceramic of Gabala 

in XI-XIII centuries and its special features, and to get rid of defe-

ciences in this field.  

The methods of the research. Typological, comparative and 

generalized research methods have been appealed for comperehensive 

studing of archeological patterns in the work. Comparative statistics of 

patterns found in archeological excavations and information and 

materials given in the reports have been taken as the main resources. 

The main provisions of the defence:  
- XI-XIII centuries were revalutionary years of ceramic in Gabala 

by researching and studing of patterns comperehensively; 

- To found out about civil life of population in Gabala based on 

diverse and colorful ceramics; 

- To study technical and technological features of ceramic utilized 

in household, to determine utilisation opportunity of brick, tile and 

glazed tile in the development of construction art, importance of 

waterlines in the reconstruction of water supply and sewerage system. 

The scientific novality of the research. In the dissertationartistic-

technical and technological features of ceramic of Gabala in XI-XIII 

centuries have been given and its similarity and difference with other 
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materials related to other times before and after XI-XIII centuries have 

been describedfor the first time. And it paved the way to study ceramic 

of Gabala in ancient and middle ages sistematically and in details. In 

our opinion, studing of ceramic of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries can be 

the etalon for studing analogical materials of other cities in Middle 

ages.  

Theoretical and practical importance of the research. The 

outcomes of the researches can be used in the works written about the 

history of Gabala, ancient capital city of Azerbaijan that has big 

importance in the statehood, about history and archaeology of Azer-

baijan, in implementing theroetical and practical works related to 

archeology, in the course work, independent works and dissertations 

written by students at high schools, in the studing art and cultural 

issues deeply, and in exhibiting works in museums.  

Approbiation of the research. Main theories and outcomes of 

dissertation have also been given in the articles and thesis written by 

author that were published in local and foreign publications, and author 

also lectured in republic and international conferences.  

The name of the organization where the dissertation was 

carried out. Dissertation was carried out in the “Medieval Archeology 

of Azerbaijan” department in Institute of Archeology, Ethnography 

and Anthropology of Azerbaijan National Academy of Science. 

The total volume of dissertation. Dissertation work consists of 

an introduction (20.161 characters), 3 chapters (I chapter 92.735 

characters, II chapter 80.313 characters, III chapter 62.670 charac-

ters), conclusion (11.167 characters), list of used literatures, appen-

dixes and abbreviations. Dissertation work generally consists 

of 267.064 characters. 
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THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE DISSERTATION 

 

Dissertation work consists of “Introduction”, 3 chapters, “Con-

clusion”, list of used literature, “Appendix” of photos of archaeolo-

gical findings and abbreviations. 

In the “Intoduction”, actuality of work, chronogical sequence has 

been shown, basis of source study,degree of studing the problems, 

objects, goals and obligations of the research, scientific novelity of 

research have been determined, information has been given about 

practical and theoretical importance and approbiation of the research. 

In the first chapter entitled as “XI-XIII centuries unglazed 

pottery wares of Gabala”, unglazed ceramic of that period is studied. 

It is found as the result of studing  patterns of unglazed ceramic found 

in excavations in Gabala from 1926, that  XI-XIII centuries were 

significant period for the production of unglazed pottery wares. First 

chapter consists of 2 paraghaph. 

In the first paragraph entitled as “Production technology of 

unglazed  pottery  wares” all technological steps from laying - in clay 

to the cooking all materials have been discussed separately. The region 

was abundant with the main ingridient for production of materials – 

clay and the detailed information has been given about the kilns for 

cooking potteries. We can see from the researches that production of 

unglazed pottery wares was fast, easier and cheaper than glazed 

potteries, and it caused wide production of those wares.  Famous 

researcher, archeologist of medieval cities, G.M.Ahmadov said: 

“Unglazed pottery wares which were cheap and easy to make were not 

transported to other places, only to the villages when it was needed”.
23

 

Second paragraph entitled as “Classification of unglazed pottery 

wares” consists of 9 paragraphs. In this paragraph there is information 

about the classificaton of ceramic wares of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries 

consisting of pitchers, pots, cups (chocked neck, wide neck cups), jugs, 

flagon, lamp (handled lamp, hurricane lamp), ballon-conical wares. 

Patterns related to this classification found in archeological excavations 

                                                      
23

Əhmədov, Q.M.  Azərbaycanın orta əsr şirsiz saxsı məmulatı / Q.M.Əhmədov. 

– Bakı, – 1959. – s.37-39. 
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have been compared with other similar patterns found in different 

places, and their special features have been shown in this paragraph. 

Absolute production, qualitative cooking of ceramic patterns without 

enamel, masters being professional and specialized in that period, 

materials being diverse and having rich artistic design in Gabala in XI-

XIII centuries was come out as the result of studing these patterns. 

Second chapter of dissertation is entitled as “Enameled pottery 

wares of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries”. In this chapter enameled 

pottery  materials found in ongoing archeological excavations carried 

out in Gala and Salbir areas are studied comprehensively. The clas-

sification of enameled ceramic of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries are dis-

cussed in this chapter consisting of 4 paragraph.  

In the first paragraph is entitled as “Production technology of 

enameled pottery wares” technology of production and glayzing of 

that period, specialists’ opinions about emerging of glazedpottery 

wares in Azerbaijan are discussed too. It is known that V.N.Leviatov 

has said that glazedwares emerged in VIII century in Azerbaijan.
24

 

Famous archeologists S.M.Gaziev
25

 and I.A.Babaev
26

 proved that 

there were glazed wares in VIII century in Gabala. A.L.Jacobson has 

stated that production of glazed wares was started from IX century.
27

 

Professor R.B.Goyushov wrote article about engobing ofwares 

made of clay. In his opinion, it is not right to choose any clay for 

engobing. Clay choosen for engobing should be relevant to features of 

the clay of wares. In the right words, engobing clay should be dissolve 

in water, should have resistance to fire and should have feature that can 

save its color during cooking and should be able to distingushed by its 

fatness degree. Engobing the surface of glazed wares, as well as other 

wares took important place in the production technology of ceramic in 

                                                      
24

Левиатов, А.В. О типах глазурованной керамики Азербайджана в VII-XV вв. // 

Известия Академия Наук Азербайджанской ССР, – 1946. №7. – c.36-48. 
25

Qazıyev, S.M. Qəbələ şəhərinin tarixi-arxeoloji tədqiqi //Azərbaycan SSR Elmlər 

Akademiyası. Azərbaycanın maddi-mədəniyyəti, – V cild, – Bakı, – 1964, – s.7-67. 
26

Babayev, İ.A. Qəbələnin ilk şirli qabları / İ.A.Babayev. AMM, V cild, – Bakı, –

1964, – s.131-148. 
27

Якобсон, А.Л. Художественная керамика Байлакана (Оpенкала). (По 

материалам раскопок 1953-1955 гг.) МИАСССР, – 1959, № 67, т.1., – Москва-
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Gabala in XI-XIII centuries. There was not surface for engobing of 

glazed ceramic in that early period. As production step developed, 

utilization of engobe became to exist. Engobe was used as surface 

coating, then as an decoration in early times. It is not coinsidence that 

during the excavations in Gabala a lot of pottery patterns with engobe 

decorations related  to XI-XIII centuries have been found. It was same 

in the other middle agecities of Azerbaijan too. The reason why 

ornaments keep its shining without being erased on the pottery is 

because wares were covered with transplant clay in the whole next step 

of production. After this technological step, wares were put into kiln 

and cooked again. And it is the last technological step of production of 

glazed pottery wares.  

The second paragraph of the second chapter is entitled as “Wares 

like bowl and plates” consists of and described with 5 points: 1. 

Standart glazed wares. 2. Wares decorated with flower. 3. Wares with 

geometric ornaments. 4. Anthromorphic and zoomorphic decorations. 

5. Wares with mixed decrations. Beside showing special features of 

glazed bowl and plates, they have been studied them by comparing 

with other analogical materials found in other parts of the city. 

Generally, standart glazed bowls always existed in all periods of 

production of glazed wares,it is because technology of their production 

was very easy and there was always big needfor the productionof them 

in the society. If we pay attention to the types of wares with flower 

decorations, we can see thatmajority of them are with different flowers 

over them. At the same timeflora and fauna of the region has a big role 

in decorating wares like bowl and plate. 

Third paragraph of the second chapter is called “Salt-cellar”. 

Although glazed salt-cellars have relatively same shape features 

with unglazed wares, they differs from them beacuse of their coa-

ting. Glazed salt-cellars found in Gabala and related ro XI-XIII 

centuries have some similarities with other wares found in Bayla-

gan, Baku, Ganja, Shamkir, Shamakhi, Shabran, and Shahargah for 

their shapes. Research of patterns of glazed salt-cellars related ro 

XI-XIII centuries shows that at that time glazed salt-cellar were 

widely used in the household. Salt-cellarswith flat free standing 

made by masters of Gabala were similar to other wares produced in 
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other cities.  

In the fourth paragraph of second chapter called “Stamped 

wares” stamped wares found in the excavations in Gala and Salbir 

areas have been studied. These wares differ from others for their 

technology of production. The main point in the research of stam-

ped wares is that who stamped them and what does this stamp 

mean. There are a lot of opinions of specialists about stamping at 

the bottom side of the enameled wares. According to the famous 

researcher of medieval cities, professor G.M.Ahmadov, “Only the 

masters could use stamp who either had workshop or had “master” 

nickname”.
28

 He even states that there is a word “master” on the 

unglazed pottery wares found in Baylagan. It is said that stamp, 

symbol, or labels on the pottery wareshad social meaning and they 

related to either producer or customer. According to professor 

G.J.Jabiev, “The purpose of stamps on glazed wares was for not to 

lose or confuse them with others”. So, not every master had kiln for 

cooking, that is why they stamped wares in order not to lose or 

confuse them during cooking or in the events.
29

 Studing the patterns 

found in the archeological excavations comperehensively shows 

that, stamping pottery wares on the bottom side was improved in 

XI-XIII centuries. Archeologist O.S.Ismizade explained that “Deco-

rations like dog, bird, concentric circle, flowers with four petals, 

decorations like coil springs are the special characteristics of gla-

zed ceramic of Gabala”. Decorations in the main part of the stamps 

were painted accurately, that is why the footprints of them are 

shown clearely on the bottom side of wares.
30

 Stamping wares were 

found out in Baylagan, Ganja, Shamkir, Shabran, Shamakhi and 

other medieval cities beside Gabala.  

Stamped wares of Gabala are also different from others for their 

characteristics. It means that, during that period which was studied 
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by archeologists, masters were not only professional in stamping 

wares, but they also expressed folk art in their works too.  

The third chapter of dissertation work is entitled as “Construc-

tion ceramic of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries” and consists of four 

paragraphs. In this chapter, brick, tile, glazed tile and water flagon 

and their special features related to that period are being studied 

comperehensively by comparing them with other analogical wares 

found in the medieval cities of Azerbaijan and other countries.  

In the first paragraph called “Patterns of brick” of the third 

chapter, the main patterns of brick used as the construction mate-

rials of that period are studied. It was found out that there was dyna-

mic development in the construction field in XI-XIII centuries ba-

sed on studing natural-cultural patterns. Researches show that burnt 

brick which is one of the main types of construction ceramic was 

widely used in Azerbaijan since VIII century, and was widely used 

in the architecture since X century. Square brick with less thickness 

was widely used in the buildings in Gabala in XI-XIII centuries. 

Generally, square bricks were used in Western Asia for the first 

time. Having pink and dark red color of brick shows its cooking 

degree. Comparisons show that bricks of Gabala were in pink and 

dark red and were qualitative and well cooked. Their shapes were 

square and rectangular, and they were decorated by carving. There 

were acute-angled star-shaped decorations on brick. It is interesting 

that the size of brick remained same in the whole medieval centu-

ries. Bricks in different shape and size were used beside square 

shaped bricks in building houses in the medieval cities. During the 

researches lead by F.V.Gadirov in 1982 on the left bank of Cho-

vurlu river in the area called “Yanig yer”, two pottery kilns were 

found and one of them was brick kiln. Although the bottom side of 

kiln which there was fire remaines sound, but its upper side is 

collapsed. The kiln is in rectangular shape, and its bottom and side 

parts were built with the bricks in 28X28X5 cm size.
31

 

The second paragraph of third chapter of dissertation work is 

                                                      
31
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entitled as “Glazed tile”. It is known that type of construction cera-

mic which is called glazed tile was widely used in the architecture 

of Azerbaijan. Glazed square and rectangular shaped clay plates got 

bright color after cooking in the kilns. These plates are called glazed 

tiles. Colorful diverse glazed tiles were widely used in the decorati-

on of facade and interior of architectural monuments. Glazed tile 

has another type which is called majolica. Different glazes were em-

boded on the clay plates in majolica technology. These kinds of 

plates turned into colorful and bright compositions after they cooked.  

The glazed tiles were sometimes used in the conctruction works 

in medival centuries, especially in XI-XIII centuries. In XII century, 

development of the production of ceramic wares in Azerbaijan 

paved the way to the utilisation of glazed tiles for decorating the 

wall facade. Enamel and ratios of temperature of  pottery play signi-

ficant role in the durability of glazed tile. Otherwise glaze surface 

on the tile could be cracked and lost its quality and durability. We 

often see these kind of patterns in the archeological researches.  

In the third paragraph of third chapter which is entitled as 

“Tiles”, the tiles of Gabala related to XI-XIII centuries have been 

studied comprehensively. Their size and shapes have been studied 

by comparing with other analogical patterns of other medieval cities 

and countries. Tiles as the patterns of construction ceramic were 

widely used in Salbir and Gala areas of Gabala in XI-XIII centuries. 

Tiles used on the roofs had accurate view, and it could protect 

building from rain, sunlight, snow and it was durable. Although tiles 

of Gabala had similar shapes, but they differ from each other 

because of their sizes. By studing patterns comprehensively, it has 

been found out that cemi-circular shaped tiles were widely used in 

Salbir are until XII century.  

The fourth paragraph of  third chapter of dissertation is about 

“Ceramic waterpipes”. Water pipelines and sewerage system of 

that period has been discussed, and patterns has been studied by 

researching their special features in this paragraph. Ceramic water-

pipes and sewerage system have been found out in Gala and Salbir 

areas as the result of excavations carried out for almost one century. 

Remains of units of water supply system is still visible from the 
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landslide on the eastern bank of Govurlu river in Gabala. Many 

waterpipes, aryks and wells built with bricks in this area give 

impression about water supply network of the city. Triangular and 

quadrangular wares have been found out in the forks of waterpipes 

during archeological excavations. Water direction was directed to 

different places by replacing forks into these wares. Findings of 

construction ceramic found out in Gabala, Baylagan, Ganja, Barda, 

Shamakhi and other medieval cities shows that construction work 

lived its renaissance period in Azerbaijan during that time. Similar 

patterns of ceramic waterpipes are known based on medieval monu-

ments in South Caucasus, Middle Asia, Kazakhistan, Russia. 

The research is concluded with these outputs below: 

In this research the special features of ceramic related to XI-XIII 

centuries in Gabala have been shown, and its diverse features have 

been discussed by comparing them with other patterns of different 

periods previous and after that time. These features are below: 

Unglazed ceramic.  
- XI-XIIIcenturies were renessaniece period for unglazed 

ceramic, the technology of production and making wares were 

updated, but elements of traditional production of wares related ro 

previous years were not forgotten.   

- The shapes of unglazed potteries were developed, the produc-

tion of wares with heeled standing, beside flat standing  was broa-

dened widely. 

- The main reason of development of production of ceramic 

was because of having rich local clay resources there. As the clay 

could be cleaned easily, wares were poreless and they were cooked 

well by kneading. 

- Decorating outside part of wares was improved, decorations 

on especially on neck, shoulder and trunk parts of wares give 

attractiveness to the wares.  

- Two-thirds of ceramic wares found in archeological excav 

ationsare glazed wares. That is because of need of city population 

for this wares. Widespread types of unglazed pottery wares are jugs, 

pots, cups, flagons, lids, ballon-conical wares and hurricane lamps. 

- Unglazed ceramic patternswere not localized only in Gabala 
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in XI-XIII centuries. Those patterns found in Gabala were similar to 

other patterns in other cities.  

Glazed ceramic. 

- Different types of glazed were used in the production of 

ceramic wares during that period.  

- Glazed pottery wares consist of specially standart, flower, 

geometric, anthropom and zoomorphic, and mixed ornaments. Glazed 

bowls and other types of plates were stamped on the bottom.  

- During emboding, two and more colorful metal oxides were 

used. 

- For the purpose of making wares poreless and bright, engobe 

technology broadened widely. Wares with engobe decorations were 

used often.  

- Colors of melted metal oxides were used in monochrome 

decorations. 

- Main technologies of glaze colors while decorating on clay 

wares were stabilized. 

- The main feature of glazed bowl and plates was mainly 

having bottom set with heel.  

-  In the decorating of glazed ceramic of Gabala artictically, 

motives of flora and fauna of the region were used mostly . 

-  Qualititative glaze that could be cooked in higher temperature 

in contrast to the previous ones was applied.  

Construction ceramic. 

- It was found out that construction ceramic of Gabala consisted 

of brick, tile, glazed tile and water flagonin XI-XIII centuries. 

- It was revealed that bricks with less thickness were used 

widely in the conctrution of that period.  

- Thick and wide tiles in straight and semi-circular shape differ 

from each other for their sizes. 

- Colorful glazed tiles were widely used in the designing of 

facade in XI-XIII centuries. There were flowers on the glazed tiles 

which could sometimes be in white, green, turquoise and blue. 

- Waterlines and sewege systems found in archeological 

researches proved that ceramic pipelines were widely used in the 

distributing and carring water in the city.  
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- As the result of the research, it was found out that technology 

of ceramic production was improved more, level of renovation and 

sanitation habit  was high in the city during XI-XIII centuries.  
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